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WHAT IS POLIO?



Governments of the World
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POLIO TODAY

1988
350,000 cases

2021
2 cases

19.4 million people walking because of polio eradication efforts 
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• Hundreds of 
thousands vaccinators 
and community 
mobilizers

• Thousands of medical 
officers

HOW TO ERADICATE POLIO
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HOW TO ERADICATE POLIO: 
THE GLOBAL POLIO LABORATORY NETWORK

DETECTING MORE THAN POLIO

• 146 Laboratories
• Thousands of surveillance medical officers
• Thousands of laboratory technicians
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WHEN WILL POLIO BE ERADICATED? 



ACHIEVING A POLIO-FREE WORLD

Up to 400
MILLION
CHILDREN 
IMMUNIZED

100,000s
POLIO-FUNDED 
WORKERS

DISEASE
SURVEILLANCE 
ACTIVITIES
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ROTARY’S ROLE:  FUNDRAISING

US$50 million/year
Matched 2:1 

by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation 
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HOW DONATIONS WERE USED IN 2020-2021



ROTARY’S ROLE:  POLITICAL ADVOCACY



ROTARY’S ROLE: COMMUNITY ADVOCACY



ROTARY’S ROLE: RAISE AWARENESS



TITLE  |  14

AFGHANISTAN
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AFGHANISTAN
• WHO and UNICEF staff remained in country
• Rotary’s National PolioPlus Committee 

continues its work
• Polio immunization continues in some areas
• No major impact on disease surveillance
• Nationwide polio campaigns 8-11 November
• Female frontline workers
• Opportunity to reach more children
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CALL TO ACTION 
• Be proud that the infrastructure that Rotary 

helped build for polio supports other health 
emergencies such as COVID-19.

• Sustain Rotary’s commitment to a polio-free 
world through fundraising, advocacy and raising 
awareness.

• Ensure we reach our US$50 million fundraising 
goal and fully leverage the Gates Foundation 2:1 
match.
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THANK YOU!


